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Inquiry-based Learning

Keeping students engaged and motivated 
during lessons is a top priority for many 
teachers, but since each student we 

teach has their own individual experiences, 
interests, strengths and development areas we 
all know this isn’t always easy to do. Inquiry-
based learning is an approach which asserts that 
curiosity leads to purposeful and personalised 
learning. Sounds ideal! But as with many other 
approaches out there, IBL comes with a range of 
challenges along with its benefits. This session 
will unpack what inquiry-based learning is and 
why it’s so beneficial for students and teachers, 
troubleshoot some common problems and 
provide practical advice for its implementation 
in the language classroom.

BIO 
Amanda is a young learner specialist based in 
Poland. She writes coursebooks and materials 
for early years, primary and secondary learners, 
writes and edits blogs and articles, trains 
teachers face-to-face and online and works as 
an international educational consultant advising 
on young learner foreign language learning 
programmes. She’s worked in Europe, Asia and 
the Middle East.
 

Amanda
DAVIES
Oxford University Press

Plenary Sessions1
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Cultivating Change(makers)

The world is changing, and the landscape 
of education is changing with it. As 
teachers we need to ensure we’re on the 

right side of history. The future is in our hands, 
and we need to empower our students to make 
the decisions to go out there and shape it to be as 
bright as possible. 
The session starts by looking at some of the 
issues the world is currently facing with a focus 
on the climate emergency. It will then introduce 
the idea of changemakers and emphasise the 
positive impact they can have on the planet.

Harry Waters teaching for  over 15 years. He is 
a trainer for an  ELTon  award  winning   project. 
He is also the founder of Renewable English. A 
free climate change awareness course aiming to 
provide learners and educators with the tools to 
make a difference.
Recently he’s been working hard with the 
Macmillan Advanced Learning team in their 
quest to help build a more sustainable future. 
He spoke on their behalf at this year’s IATEFL in 
Belfast.
His climate activism within education and drive 
for reform, led to an invitation to speak at the 
world’s largest climate summit ChangeNOW in 
Paris.
He really likes flags and funky second-hand 
shirts. His favourite Pokemon is Charmander.

Harry
WATERS

Macmillan Education

Plenary Sessions1

BIO
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The Wellbeing of Educators 
– learning the skills of self-
compassion

As an educator, looking after your own 
wellbeing is paramount to the success of 
your school.  The strains of teaching can 

be considerable in the current high performance, 
high stakes education system and yet this is 
rarely acknowledged or supported.  Teaching 
also involves emotional labour – balancing 
the emotions and needs of students with your 
own emotions and needs – which can cause 
mental strain, sometimes leading to burnout. 
This interactive talk discusses the emotional 
regulation systems of the mind and explains 
how cultivating a compassionate mind can help 
to support wellbeing. The audience will have 
the opportunity to take part in some exercises 
designed to balance the mind.

I am committed to uphold and adhere to the 
ethical principles and code of professional conduct 
as defined by both British Psychological Society 
(membership no: 99588) and the Health Care 
Professions Council (membership no: PYL 30775).

www.compassionatecambridge.co.uk

Kate Brierton is a Chartered Clinical Psychologist 
with a passion for compassion. She completed 
her first degree at Cambridge University and 
later qualified as a Clinical Psychologist at 
King’s College, London. In her private practice, 
she has worked with clients of all ages facing a 
wide range of challenges. She uses compassion 
focused therapy (CFT) and mindfulness in most 
of her work. 
As well as her private therapy practice, Kate is also 
on a mission to bring compassion into schools. 
She is a Trustee of the Eastern Learning Alliance, 
a group of six UK schools. She presents and 
writes globally on the importance of wellbeing 
in education and is co-authoring Cultivating 
Teacher Wellbeing, a guide for educational 
managers, due to be published later this year.

Dr.
Kate
BRIERTON

Cambridge University
Press and Assessment

BIO

Plenary Sessions1
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Using needs Analysis for 
curriculum renewal: Findings 
from a Colombian EAP program 
for PhD students

In Latin America, few universities offer 
programs or courses focusing on graduate 
student communication in English. This 

presentation examines the outcomes of a needs 
analysis survey given to doctoral students at 
a private university in Colombia as part of an 
ongoing curriculum renewal project for an 
English program for PhD students. This program 
consists of four EAP courses emphasizing writing 
and speaking skills, with the first level directed 
toward students who have elementary English 
proficiency and the final level focusing on writing 
articles for publication and giving conference 
presentations in English. The needs analysis 
survey contains questions on students’ use of 
English within their doctoral program and in 
other contexts as well as their needs in relation to 
relevant genres and skills. Compared to previous 
needs analysis surveys given to doctoral students 
in 2010 and 2015, these results show that there 
is now greater importance given to supporting 
genres, such as emails and statements of 
purpose, and to socializing in English, both of 
which are supported by professor observations 

and student evaluations. Other results show 
the preference and need for continuing online 
courses, even after the university has returned 
to normal on-campus classes. These findings 
suggest that the program should incorporate 
more supporting genres and academic discourse 
socialization in the curriculum to support 
students’ active involvement in international 
disciplinary communities as well as their 
participation in their mandatory international 
internships. At the end of the presentation, we 
hope to discuss experiences and ideas regarding 
similar initiatives in other EFL contexts. 

Ricardo Nausa holds a PhD degree in English 
Language and Applied Linguistics from the 
University of Birmingham. His interests include 
Academic Discourse Analysis, English for 
Academic Purposes, and Corpus Linguistics.

Dr. 
Ricardo
NAUSA
Universidad de los Andes

Concurrent  Sessions1

BIO
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Working with Socio-affective 
Language Learning Strategies: 
Challenges and Opportunities.

Yamith José Fandiño Parra holds a B.A. in 
English Philology from the National University 
of Colombia and an M.A. in Teaching from La 
Salle University in Colombia. He is, in addition, 
a specialist in virtual learning environments 
from Virtual Educa Argentina. Currently, he is 
pursuing a Ph.D. in Education and Society at La 
Salle University. His research interests range 
from teacher education and language policies to 
decolonial studies and teacher subjectivation. At 
present, he is working for the School of Education 
Sciences at La Salle University where he instructs 
both undergraduate and graduate courses.

English as a foreign language (EFL) learners 
decide to study English for various reasons 
and purposes. However, many of them 

end up dropping out of their classes. Research 
has shown that there are many factors involved 
when trying to understand what makes a person 
acquire a foreign language successfully. However, 
humanistic language teaching has indicated that 
affective factors exercise a significant influence 
on the success of language learning. This talk 
invites EFL teachers to work explicitly with 
socio-affective language learning strategies to 
heighten learner awareness about their feelings 
and social relationships. Initially, there will be 
a review of what the theory says about beliefs, 
attitudes, anxiety, and motivation. Next, 
there will be a discussion about what experts 
recommend when using strategy instruction and 
language learning strategies. Finally, there will 
be a presentation of activities and techniques 
that have proven to be effective in EFL classes.

Dr. 

Yamith
FANDIÑO
Universidad de La Salle

Concurrent  Sessions1

BIO
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A Glance at the Future of ELT: 
Are you ready for It?

Brayan Portilla is currently the assistant academic 
director at the CCCA-Cali where he has also 
worked in the areas of mentoring, researching, 
and language teaching for 18 years. He is also 
an active professor at ICESI University where he 
leads the courses on didactics and methodologies 
in language teaching in the Master’s Program in 
Foreign Languages. His interests are classroom 
research, academic writing, and new trends in 
language teaching.

Most formal and informal discussions 
about English teaching today are 
about dealing with the teachers’ 

post-pandemic challenges, advantages, and 
disadvantages of coming back to face-to-face 
classrooms, and the methodological -and even 
pedagogical - adjustments to best fit the needs 
of learners who enjoy both the virtual and in-situ 
environments. While new teaching approaches 
and methods emerge, and some others decay 
as a result of a globalized world, social and 
technological changes, communication, and of 
course, the pandemic, we can still give a glance 
at the future of ELT and the teaching trends that 
may take on our field of education while asking 
ourselves the question: ARE YOU, TEACHER, 
READY FOR THE FUTURE?  With NO CRYSTAL 
BALL NEEDED, participants in this session 
will critically observe future perspectives 
and insights about language learning in the 
light of researchers in a discussion that will 
probably evidence how creative and resilient our 
profession is, and how ready we are (or not) to 
help our students face new trends in ELT.

Brayan
PORTILLA

Centro Cultural
Colombo Americano de 

Cali

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
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Intercultural Competence and 
Citizenship in ELT 

This presentation aims at showing 
teachers at the ELT an introduction of 
the Intercultural Competence, fostering 

knowledge on ways in which we could implement 
it in class and plan activities that help students 
use it without it representing extra work for 
teachers. Prepare to partake in a hands-on 
activity based on the book material used in the 
new syllabus and to reflect on the implications 
of Citizenship and Intercultural Competence in 
the classroom.

Marian Moreno is an English Teacher at Centro 
Colombo Americano for the Adult English 
Program. She is also a Spanish teacher as a 
foreign language and is co-author of the article: 
Comparative study at the creativity concept 
between university students of pedagogy of 
Chile and Colombia. IELTS Prize Winner and 
soon to be M.A student at Teesside University 
for the Creative Writing program. She is actually 
working on implementing Creativity and Critical 
thinking and Intercultural competence and 
Citizenship in her classes.

Angie Muñoz is an English Teacher at Centro 
Colombo Americano for the Adult English 
Program. She has also worked as a coach, helping 
ELT teachers develop their teaching skills. She has 
worked actively on ELT and Global Skills, aiming 
at reflecting on the importance of intercultural 
competences in the classroom. Her last research 
was about emotions and communication in 
different ELT environments.

Marian 
MORENO
& Angie 
MUÑOZ

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
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Demystifying Creativity in the 
ELT Classroom.

Global skills are a powerful tool for the 
21st century classroom. Therefore, 
many teachers have been training their 

students on their meaning, use and importance. 
However, some people think that one of them 
called Creativity is difficult to apply if you are 
not a genius in the category of Einstein or Steve 
Jobs. The main objective of this presentation is 
to show people that creativity is all about solving 
small and everyday problems to benefit our 
society.

José David Cano is a teacher with more than 16 
years of experience. He has taught English to 
children, pre-teenagers, teenagers, university 
students, and adults. He has experience working 
with CALLA, CAF, alternative assessment, global 
skills, soft skills, curricular design, synchronous 
and asynchronous teacher training and its design, 
tutoring, and technology applied to education. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and 
Modern languages from Universidad Pedagógica 
Nacional de Colombia and a Master’s degree in 
TESOL from UNINI USA.

David 
CANO

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
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The Challenge of Special 
Education: Between concepts, 
regulations and lack of 
awareness

This study aimed to explore how special 
education is addressed in English 
teachers’ preparation programs in fifteen 

universities in Bogota. It also identified teachers’ 
perceptions, knowledge, and suggestions 
regarding how preparation programs should 
address the matter in concert.

The participants in this study were fifteen English 
teachers’ preparation curricula from different 
universities in Bogota, three educational 
authorities, and twenty-five English teachers.

Data were collected from three different sources; 
first, document analysis, the second one was 
questionaries, and finally, interviews.

Gissell Espitia is an English teacher at the Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in teaching English, and a master’s degree 
in applied linguistics from the Universidad 
Distrital. She studied a specialization at UNICA 
in Bilingual Education. Her areas of interest 
are intercultural communicative competence, 
formative assessment, and teacher preparation 
to improve teaching and learning practices.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Gissell 
ESPITIA

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Global Skills: Necessary, but 
assessable?

Global Skills have become a relevant topic 
nowadays. In the past, teachers used 
to be in control of the class by giving 

students input and assigning work to students. 
However, a realization about the importance of 
incorporating Global Skills in our lessons has 
risen in a way that students become more aware of 
the needs of our changing world, the importance 
of taking active action and developing skills that 
allow them to face the challenges of a globalized 
world. Teachers-researchers have come to 
understand the relevance of implementing 
Global Skills within lessons, but one of the 
biggest concerns now, is how to assess their 
implementation and how learners’ performance 
in class evidences meaningful results. The 
purpose of this presentation is to first understand 
the importance of assessing Global Skills and 
second to identify strategies and practical ways 
of doing so in an EFL setting.

Camilo Horta is an English teacher and a 
supervisor at Centro Colombo Americano 
Bogota. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Bilingual 
Education from UNICA University.  He has been 
working at the Colombo since 2015, and he has 
had the chance to teach different populations 
from kids to adults. His areas of expertise and 
interest are language teaching, global skills, and 
teachers’ training.

Katherine Soto Becerra is a language teacher 
and professor. Currently, she is working as an 
academic supervisor and teacher at the Centro 
Colombo Americano Bogotá and, as a professor 
at ÚNICA University. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Modern Languages from La Salle 
University and a master’s degree in Education 
from Los Andes University. Her areas of expertise 
and interest are language teaching, pedagogical 
training for teachers, and well-being.

Camilo 
HORTA

& Katherine 
SOTO

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Assessment for Learning

In this presentation the importance of 
formative assessment will be presented 
with some examples and different tools 

in which students follow an assessment loop: 
criteria, reflection, self-assessment, feedback, 
action plan and analysis of progress. We will also 
explore different tools to collect data and what 
to pay attention to when observing students’ 
performance.

Nicolás Romero studied Modern Languages 
at the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana. He has 
worked at the Centro Colombo Americano since 
2011. He has also been studying a specialization 
on teaching Spanish as a foreign language. He 
has certificates in TEFL (Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language) and TESOL (Teaching English 
as a Second Language). He has experience 
teaching in universities such as the Sabana and 
Rosario. Also, he has had the opportunity to 
teach abroad, in Turkey, and has been a PET and 
FCE examiner and worked Carvajal.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Nicolás 
ROMERO

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Students’ Voices and their 
Roles in Constructing a Safe 
Environment

In my experience as an educator I have 
had the opportunity to teach hundreds 
of students, but the concern about  their 

wellbeing in the classroom has gained power in 
these last years. After having lived a traumatic 
and complex situation as the pandemic, one of 
our main goals has to be ensuring safe places for 
students to learn and to feel they are allowed and 
encouraged to express their opinions without 
being judged. In order to encompass this need 
with the objectives we need to set in class, it is of 
paramount importance to hear students’ voices 
and adapt our practices based on their insights.

Laydy Bernal has been a teacher at the Centro 
Colombo Americano for 15 years. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in Philology and Languages 
from Universidad Nacional, a master’s degree 
in Applied Linguistics in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language from La Universidad de Jaen, 
Spain and a master’s degree in Teaching Spanish 
as a Foreign Language from La Universidad 
Internacional Iberoamericana. She joined the 
volunteering team as part of her practicum and 
she was part of the supervision as well as the 
curricular design team. She has also been a  in 
symposiums and training sessions for teachers.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Laydy
BERNAL

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Assessment of  Learning VS 
Assessment for Learning: 
Getting the balance right

Assessment for learning (AfL) is applying 
regular assessment exercises to gather 
data that will inform teaching and learning 

decisions. It is known as formative assessment 
in some scenarios. It provides several benefits 
to every participant in a learning environment. 
It is claimed that it leads to better results as it 
gives students more profound understanding 
and autonomy. On the other hand, Assessment 
of learning (AoL) refers to tools in order to show 
attainment. Those tools are aimed to show where 
students are in their learning process; hence, 
it becomes an essential asset when reporting 
achievement. In the end, our achievement in 
class depends on how well we can move from 
standardized tests as measurement tools to 
learning experiences.

Gathering theoretical knowledge and identifying 
some practical implementation of these tools 
is one of several outcomes we can obtain in the 
Assessment for Learning Course from The Oxford 
Teacher’s Academy.

Luis Ortiz is an English teacher at Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. He holds a 
B.A. in foreign languages from Universidad 
Pedagógica Nacional, and a master’s degree in 
Communication and Education with emphasis 
on interactive media from Universidad Distrital 
Francisco Jose de Caldas. He has more than 10 
years of experience in the field of teaching.  

Cesar Valencia is an English teacher at Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. He holds a B.A. in 
modern languages from Universidad Pedagógica 
Nacional, and a master’s degree in Hispano 
American literature and linguistics from 
Instituto Caro y Cuervo. He has more than 25 
years of experience in the field of teaching.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Luis 

ORTIZ
& César 

VALENCIA
Centro Colombo 

Americano Bogotá
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Learning Landscapes for True 
Beginners of English

Ricardo Buitrago is an Academic Supervisor 
and EFL teacher at Centro Colombo Americano, 
with more than 14 years of experience in the . 
He received a bachelor’s degree in Philology and 
English from Universidad Nacional de Colombia, a 
micro scholarship degree in Intercultural Studies 
from Arkansas University, US, and a Master’s 
degree in Educational Technology and Digital 
Competences from Universidad Internacional de 
la Rioja (UNIR), Spain. He is interested in teacher 
training and English teaching methodologies.   

Learning a second language is a complex 
process that varies from individual to 
individual according to multiple factors 

like the contact one has had with it, linguistic 
aptitudes that are developed in different 
contexts, and learning skills in general. True 
beginners are those individuals who do not have 
the minimal knowledge of the language and find 
specific difficulties in class environments that 
others consider easy or untroublesome. 

Learning landscapes can work as motivational 
tools for those students, providing them 
with technological activities involving real 
gamification and making the English acquisition 
process stimulating.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Ricardo
BUITRAGO

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá



20

Implementing SEL to Trigger 
Interaction and to Create 
Emotional Bonds among 
Students in a Virtual Learning 
Environment

Sara Peña is a teacher at Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá, working there since 2007 in 
the Kids & Teens program and the Adult program. 
She holds a BA in Philology and Languages 
from Universidad Nacional de Colombia, and 
a MA in Education from Andes University. Sara 
has conducted research about the evaluation of 
teaching, and she has been learning about SEL 
and implementing it in her classes lately.

This talk walks the  through my own 
process of implementing SEL components 
in the virtual classroom.  Considering 

mediated classes make it harder for students to 
create emotional bonds and become closer to 
each other, the integration of Social Awareness 
and Relationship Skills components of SEL into 
speaking practice have had a positive impact in 
students’ self-awareness, motivation and sense 
of community. Therefore, this presentation 
aims at exemplifying how I have integrated SEL 
componets into meaningful interaction activities 
while setting the ground for authentic interest in 
classmates, and how, as a result, students have 
developed strong emotial bonds and a pleasant 
environment that favors learning in mediated 
classes.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1

Sara
PEÑA

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Fostering Critical thinking and 
creativity as global skills in the 
English Language classroom 
and beyond.

Jimmy Vanegas is a teacher in the Kids and 
Teens Program (KTP) and Adult English Program 
(AEP) at Centro Colombo Americano and an 
examiner for different international exams. His 
research interests are on the topic of linguistic 
imperialism, Linguistic comparativism in the 
English Classroom and critical thinking.

In the midst of an ever-growing flow of 
information on the current pervasive media, 
distinguishing, processing and managing 

data becomes a necessity, and furthermore, 
a skill in the 21st Century. This presentation 
aims at giving an overview on the importance 
of nurturing critical thinking and creativity to 
handle information brought to the context of the 
English language classroom and beyond.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1

Jimmy
VANEGAS

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Assessing Global Skills in 
Remote Environments

Daniel Felipe Álvarez holds a degree in English 
Foreign Language Teaching from Uniminuto and 
has been teaching at Centro Colombo Americano, 
Bogotá since 2015. By 2016, he published a joint 
article in the journal of the Universidad del 
Magdalena entitled Pronunciation Improvement 
in EFL Young Learners Through Phonics 
Instruction. Her research interests include 
educational psychology, assessment and global 
skills.

Thanks to the pandemic, remote 
environments have become more 
relevant in different aspects of daily life, 

and education is no stranger to this. 

Under this conception, there is a need to help 
and encourage the use of global skills that 
allow learners to work in the community and 
constructively develop their potential. 

That is why, during this virtual conference, we 
seek to explore some assessment tools of hybrid 
nature through case studies, which allow the 
teacher to evaluate in one context or another 
the student’s performance under the KSAVE 
framework with a greater emphasis on the 4C’s 
and Emotional self-regulation and wellbeing.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Daniel
ÁLVAREZ

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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The Basic Assessment for 
Learning AFL Criteria to Meet 
Successful Learning Outcomes

Success criteria show students what they are 
expected to do if they achieve the objectives 
proposed in the assigned tasks. Therefore, 

setting clear criteria and providing students with 
the necessary tools is paramount so that could 
lead learners to a more effective performance 
during the task, and in this way, they can get 
objective feedback. Our workshop aim is to guide 
teachers regarding success criteria and provide 
them with certain tools that they can use in 
class to support the assessment moments. These 
criteria can be presented in several ways. Thus, 
three useful tools will be presented as samples 
of how the criteria can be addressed in class; 
checklists, learning ladders, and rubrics. In this 
way, it can be applied in further sessions and our 
classes.  

Lorena Ospina works as an English teacher at 
Centro Colombo Americano in Bogota, Colombia. 
She received her bachelor’s degree from the 
Distrital University Francisco José de Caldas. 
Also, she has a Certified Honorary Professorship 
Didactic in Foreign languages “Dr. Rosa Antich 
de León”, Enrique José Varona University in La 
Habana-Cuba. Currently, she is taking the course 
“Assessment for Learning (moderated) at the 
Oxford Learning Cloud. 

Mauricio Narváez works as an English at the Centro 
Colombo Americano since 2021. He is a graduate 
English teacher from Universidad Pedagógica 
Nacional, place where he received his bachelor’s 
degree in Education in teaching English and 
Spanish in 2010. Right now he is taking a course 
on AFL at the Oxford learning cloud, where he is 
required to improve and understand in a much 
better way the importance of the assessment for 
learning so that he can improve his teaching skills 
and his students’ performance.

Lorena 
OSPINA

& Mauricio 
NARVÁEZ

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Neuroscience in Education

Jordan has been an English teacher for seven 
years.  He has taught adults and teenagers. 
He studied a bachelor’s at UNICA and he is 
currently studying a master’s degree in digital 
competences at UNIR.

This is an opportunity to look into our 
brains, to discover new ways to motivate 
our students at any subject. We will delve 

into the logical processes that involve learning 
and motivation in different stages of our lives. 
This is important to the ELT community due to 
that fact that it is useful for our classes in our 
future practices.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
Jordan
AGUILAR

Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá
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Communicative Competences 
Evidenced, Fostered and 
Enhanced in the Kids and Teens 
Classroom

Juan David Montoya has worked at the Colombo 
Americano for 13 years. He has a BA in English as 
a Foreign Language, He is also a Google educator 
level 2. Currently, he is an Academic Advisor for 
the Centro Cultural Colombo Americano Cali.

As we all know, competencies form the 
backbone of Communicative Language 
Teaching. Being aware, applying, and 

enhancing the competencies to successfully 
implement a communicative methodology 
with our students is the goal. How can we help 
students conquer that goal and be successful in 
their learning process? In this workshop, you 
will have the opportunity to briefly understand 
the applicability of some competencies as well as 
their effect on students.

BIO

Concurrent  Sessions1
David 

MONTOYA
& Isabel 
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Centro Colombo 
Americano Cali
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Rigoberto
CASTILLO

Universidad Distrital 
Francisco José de Caldas

A University  ELT Syllabus for 
Academic Literacy Supported 
with ICT 

Some universities do not incorporate 
information literacy as a part of academic 
literacy. The author feels that an L2 course 

or a course taught in L2 should connect directly 
to what undergraduates do: to determine the 
quality and authority of sources, interpret, 
assess, and decide on the relevance of academic 
texts, and write and speak with their voices. The 
proposed syllabus draws on Genre Theory geared 
to develop scholarly thinking while the outcome 
is to structure and conceptualize a topic of inquiry 
backed up with key concepts for students to share 
with academic and personal voices. The author 
outlines a syllabus that provides opportunities 
to promote proficiency  -defined in terms of 
the problems that learners can solve to meet 
their needs in academia- rather than language 
level. Initial tasks pave the way for reading texts 
critically, narrowing down a topic of inquiry, 
building up a glossary, and identifying the 
most cited scholars on an issue. Students work 
on various genres to extend critical thinking 
and deepen learning. The syllabus shows how 
to analyze texts by recognizing each genre’s 
conventions, rhetorical strategies, organization, 
contents, or grammar. In addition, assignments 
call for a critical appraisal of texts and arguments. 

Originality is an issue to watch for, then in the 
assessment, a critical stand and the connections 
made by students receive more weight than 
other aspects. Session participants will have 
access to a handbook with the syllabus and the 
ICT resources discussed. Binational centers have 
an agenda of preparing adult professionals for 
the mastery of the English language and taking 
standardized exams in which academic literacy 
plays an important role.  Dr. Castillo’s book 
on academic literacy will be shared with the 
audience. 

Rigoberto Castillo holds a Ph.D. and a Master’s 
from the University of Texas at Austin. Professor at 
Universidad Distrital Francisco José de Caldas. Guest 
lecturer at the Master´s Program of Universidad 
de Caldas / Universidad de San Buenaventura in 
Cartagena. Fulbright scholar and a member of the 
Research group Formación de Educadores. Dr. 
Castillo received from Asociación Colombiana de 
Profesores de Inglés (ASOCOPI) the national award 
Claire de Silva for his contributions to the profession. 

He recently published a book on academic literacy. 
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The Intercultural Individual: 
New paths to the teaching of 
English 

The intercultural turn in English language 
teaching and learning has brought 
important changes in the English 

language classroom. Today we know that 
teaching mere linguistic features or norms to 
effectively communicate with native speakers 
are insufficient goals. English language teachers 
are also expected to develop intercultural 
communicative competence (ICC) in their learners 
and to bridge real intercultural communication 
in the foreign language classroom. The main aim 
of this presentation is to discuss one example of 
how this can be done based on a content-based 
course name The Intercultural Individual in which 
students learn English with the purpose to build 
third spaces of dialogue and negotiation based on 
case studies, movies, video clips, advertisement, 
among others. Data collected from students’ 
products (artifacts) during the course reveal that 
there is a positive disposition to learn English 
“interculturally” while intercultural awareness 
is strongly developed. However, students’ 
perceptions on the intercultural mainly refer to 
“foreign interculturally”; fact that suggests that 

the course should emphasize more explorations 
towards the own, local “interculturalities” and 
help students find the path to intercultural 
communication in both local and foreign 
contexts. 

Beatriz Peña Dix is Associate Professor in 
Bilingual Education and Foreign Language 
Pedagogies in the School of Languages & Culture, 
University of los Andes, Bogota, Colombia. 
She researches and publishes in the areas of 
language teaching & literature, bilingualism, 
critical thinking in foreign language education, 
intercultural (communicative) competence and 
teacher training, Intercultural English Language 
Teaching (IELT), and critical intercultural 
pedagogies. 
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Going Global

Gareth Davies is an author, 
storyteller,  teacher  and teacher trainer based 
in  Pontypridd  in South Wales. Gareth has been 
involved in English language teaching since 
1995, teaching in the Czech Republic, Portugal, 
Spain, Japan, and the United Kingdom, Since 
2005, Gareth has been an Oxford University 
Press teacher trainer, speaking at events all 
around the world.  Recently, Gareth has set up his 
own storytelling venture,?has taught at Cardiff 
University, and has been a senior curriculum 
consultant for a major teaching organisation in 
Japan. He is  also a Trinity examiner. Gareth 
continues to work closely with OUP developing 
materials and delivering trainings  globally, 
as well as pursuing his dream of being a 
successful author. Gareth’s latest novel, 
Humans, Being is available from Cinnamon Press.  

It’s increasingly recognised that people need 
to be equipped with global skills in order to 
thrive in the fast evolving 21st  century. But 

global skills don’t just happen, students need 
to learn how to develop them in the same way 
they learn new vocabulary or grammar. When 
teaching English, we have an opportunity to 
develop students’ ability to think critically, to 
find creative ways to solve problems, to learn 
effective ways to communicate, and to collaborate 
and learn from each other. In this session, we 
will look at why these skills are important and 
look at practical activities that show how easy it 
is to integrate them into our everyday teaching. 

Gareth
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The growing Imperative to 
master soft skills in English 

Darragh holds an MA in English and a 
postgraduate degree in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language from the National University 
of Ireland. He also has professional certifications 
in translation from the Chartered Institute of 
Linguists in London and in marketing from the 
Chartered Institute of Marketing. He specializes 
in ELT assessment and the teaching of English for 
business and academic purposes. He has trained 
teachers from preschool to university level and 
works as an examiner on the degree in teaching 
of English as a foreign language at CENEVAL 
Mexico. He also works as an ELT consultant for 
universities and runs a small language center in 
Mexico City.

The pandemic has accelerated international 
online communication. Mastering soft 
skills in the mother tongue has always 

been a challenge, but now our external and 
internal work clients expect them to be mastered 
in a second language as well. It is at level C1 of 
the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR) that the person masters 
soft skills such as negotiation, mediation, selling 
their ideas, influencing others, and being able 
to function in a multicultural and multilingual 
environment. However, there is much we can 
do with our students to help them develop these 
skills even from A2 and B1 levels. In this session 
we will see how, and we will make specific 
reference to the descriptors of the CEFR updated 
to 2018 to identify the communicative activities 
to be developed at each level.

Darragh
O’GRADY
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Strategies for Promoting 
self-awareness and self-
management in the language 
classroom.

Learning an additional language is such 
a huge undertaking. One which  can only 
succeed when learners take an active 

role in the process by, for example, setting 
goals, monitoring progress and using learning 
strategies. So, what better place than the English 
classroom to introduce and develop self-
management and self-awareness strategies? 
Join us to explore practical techniques to this 
end which will help your students become more 
effective language learners.

Mark Arthur holds the CertTESOL and DipTESOL 
from Trinity College London and a degree from 
the University of Birmingham. He has worked 
in ELT in Mexico and the UK as a teacher, 
teacher trainer, examiner, and materials writer 
since 2000. He currently works as an academic 
consultant for Macmillan Education.

Mark
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The VIP Club Experience: 
Learning to Unlearn and 
Relearn as the Pathway 
for Inclusion of Visually 
Impaired People (VIP)

Yennifer Lombana Durán has been an English 
teacher and Alumni mediator at Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá. She has experience with 
Adult English and Kids and Teens Programs 
in the same  for more than 8 years in teaching 
and administrative roles. She holds a Spanish 
and English Teaching bachelor’s degree from 
Universidad Pedagógica Nacional and is currently 
studying a master’s degree in intercultural 
and inclusive education at Universidad de la 
Rioja from Spain. She is a teacher researcher 
interested in exploring and implementing 
creative tools that help people overcome barriers 
that emerge because of the lack of knowledge 
of the different kinds of diversity. She is 
passionate about transforming people’s lives 
through education, so she has carried out social 
responsibility projects with indigenous and afro 
Colombian communities as well as people with 
low irreversible vision or who are blind.

What are the new methodological 
trends? How shall we assess our 
students? What’s the appropriate 

ratio of English use and interaction in an EFL 
class? And many more questions are the ones that 
come to our mind as teachers in our daily tasks. 
However, are we really welcoming students with 
multiple diversities? Join us in a walk-through 
session about our VIP (Visually Impaired People) 
club experience where effective practices will be 
socialized to shift from integration to inclusion. 
Experiences and a hands-on practice will 
enlighten us and make us reflect upon the need 
of learning to unlearn and relearn when working 
with diverse populations. 
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Social Responsibility Programs: 
An effective strategy to promote 
inclusion

 Gissell Espitia is an English teacher at the Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in teaching English, and a master’s 
degree in applied linguistics from Universidad 
Distrital. She studied a specialization at UNICA 
in Bilingual Education. Her areas of interest 
are intercultural communicative competence, 
formative assessment, inclusion, and teacher 
training.

Do you know what special education 
refers about? How about the difference 
between special needs, diverse learners, 

or learning disabilities? Have you ever asked 
yourself about legislation in Colombia regarding 
inclusion? This workshop is intended to share at 
a glance what these concepts refer to, show the 
connection with Colombo’s social responsibility 
programs, and raise awareness about how 
important it is to learn,  understand, and 
implement effective inclusion programs in all 
and for all the educational community.
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Mediations: bridging culture 
and language competency

Robinson Rodríguez is a teacher of English at 
the Centro Colombo Americano, Bogota. He has 
two bachelor of arts both in English and French 
from the National University of Colombia. He 
accounts for more than 10 years of experience 
in fields of creativity, pedagogy and innovation. 
His areas of interests are visual communication, 
tech tools and learning.

Mediations are all-encompassing 
sessions that are meant to disrupt the 
natural flow of curricular programs. 

These mediations instill an essential idea that 
is developed considering core principles such 
as leadership, culture, self-improvement, and 
language competency. This foundation assures 
an impact both on learners and their inherent 
ability to improve. Attendees will gain insight on 
creating, delivering, and evaluating a mediation. 
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Would my Students do Well on a 
Standardized Test? A quick view 
of my assessment practices and 
the CEFR  

Anderson Cárdenas holds a master’s degree in 
English Language Teaching with emphasis on 
autonomous learning environments and an In-
service Certificate of English Language Teaching 
(ICELT) from Cambridge University.  He has 
more than 15 years of experience as a teacher, 
teacher-trainer, and researcher developing 
strategies to improve bilingualism in Bogotá 
with State and Private s.  Currently, he is the 
Coordinator of Testing and Evaluation at Centro 
Colombo Americano.

Almost every single language student 
(including teachers) who has intended 
to learn a second language has wondered 

how they would perform at an international 
examination that tests their proficiency.  What 
any renowned examination has in common 
with its peer is the CEFR and it is precisely the 
set of descriptors the one that exemplifies what 
one can or can’t do when at any level (A1, A2, 
B1, B2, C1, C2).  The question is: are teachers 
considering the “CAN DO” statements from 
the CEFR to lead their decision-making and 
assessment practices? This session will take us 
to reflect upon this and why not, help us make 
more assertive decisions for our students’ future 
performance in a world that measures their 
proficiency through standardized tests.  
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Academic Opportunities for 
Graduate Programs in the U.S? 
Tips to apply successfully for 
language teachers

Juanita Rodríguez is one of the EducationUSA 
Advisers based at the Centro Colombo Americano 
in Bogotá, where she has worked as the Fairs 
Coordinator for the past 6 years. She organizes 
EducationUSA fairs in Colombia and South 
America to promote U.S. Higher Education to local 
s. At the EducationUSA Center, she was also in 
charge of standardized testing, and participated 
in the Amity Intern Exchange Program as a 
teacher assistant in Adams Elementary School in 
St. Paul, MN.

In this session, the  will explore the different 
options for master’s degrees and PhD 
programs for language teachers. We will go 

over the five steps to apply to universities in the 
U.S. and the financial aid as well as the academic 
programs available for teachers and educators. 
This session will be offered by EducationUSA, the 
largest network from the State Department that 
helps students worldwide have access to higher 
education in the U.S.
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How to Include Intercultural 
Activities in the Language 
Classroom and How Relevant is 
it for Language Learning?  

Samuel Reales has been an English instructor 
to students from different backgrounds and 
language levels. He has also led various English 
teaching programs for children and adults and has 
participated in curriculum design and language 
assessment projects at the Centro Colombo 
Americano. For the last three years, he has been 
the EducationUSA adviser where he has had the 
chance to help students seeking professional and 
career opportunities specifically in the U.S. and 
where his passion for professional Development 
was born. EducationUSA is a U.S. Department of 
State network of over 430 international student 
advising centers in more than 175 countries and 
territories. The network promotes U.S. higher 
education to students around the world.

Learning a language encompasses 
understanding the culture and values 
that permeate daily interactions of the 

target language. Including activities that foster 
analysis and reflection of these cultural values 
will help learners understand certain nuances of 
the language as well as behaviors that otherwise 
are not evident in the language lesson. In this 
session, the  will exemplify some activities 
that have been effective to widen students’ 
perspectives towards the culture of the language 
speakers and ultimately help them with their 
learning process. 
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Library Mediations: an 
enhanced experience for 
learners

Pedro Lutz is a Historian with a Master of Arts 
in Latin American Studies from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and has been the Library 
Director at the Centro Colombo Americano for 
the last 13 years.

Over the last 2 years we have offered 
different types of Library Mediations for 
our Colombo students. Experience by-

doing suggests that this not only encourages 
library-use, but also becomes an experience 
where students can work on their own towards 
maximizing language proficiency as well as 
nurturing healthy reading habits. Attendees will 
be able to identify Library Mediations’ structure, 
applicability, and range.
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How ‘Makers’ Make the 
Difference in the Colombo 
Classroom

Alejandro Ramirez is a mediador at the Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in Bilingual education, English and 
Spanish from UNICA (Institución Universitaria 
Colombo Americana) and a master’s degree in 
Bilingualism from Andes university.  He accounts 
for more than 5 years in the Maker movement 
in education. His area of interest is English 
learning through STEM, where students work on 
project-based learning that relies upon hands-
on, collaborative work, and learning experiences 
that creates real contextualized situations in 
English.

We will go beyond theory and show how 
Maker mediations can be included in 
the English classroom. This engaging 

concurrent session will help any teacher to 
start their Maker journey. Furthermore, we will 
answer questions such as why being a Maker 
is important? and why your students need 
Maker activities in the classroom?  Finally, we 
will guide you to create meaningful real-world 
experiences that encourages students to practice 
their English by making things.
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 Teachers as Cultural Mediators

Maricela Vélez Es museóloga, curadora de arte y 
gestora cultural. Desde hace más de 15 años se dedica 
a la formación de públicos de museos, galerías de 
arte y centros culturales. Como Directora Cultural del 
Centro Colombo Americano de Bogotá ha diseñado 
programas que le permiten a la comunidad Colombo 
vivir la cultura estadounidense mientras aprende el 
inglés como segunda lengua.   Su enfoque comunitario 
ha procurado que los estudiantes Colombo tengan 
la posibilidad de reflexionar sobre la historia afro, 
indígena y migratoria que configura la identidad de 
Estados Unidos.

Manuela Bazán es historiadora enfocada en la 
Gestión Cultural. Desde el 2016 ha trabajado 
en el Centro Colombo Americano de Bogotá en 
diferentes proyectos, como el levantamiento del 
archivo histórico cultural de la entidad, la revisión 
y catalogación de toda la colección permanente de 
obras de arte y, desde hace 3 años, se ha especializado 
en la gestión de proyectos culturales que acercan a 
los estudiantes Colombo, colaboradores y público 
externo a la historia y la cultura estadounidense y 
colombiana. 

The cultural department has been working 
on developing a video series about 
American History across seven episodes 

with the main historical events and characters 
from the XVI Century to the XXI Century, for 
pedagogial purposes. With the help of this 
audiovisual material, teachers will interact 
with the students through different mediation 
strategies such as videos, open-ended questions, 
and didactics to learn more about American 
Culture. In this session we will officially present 
this new material and all the possibilities for in 
class and out of class use. Also, a practical activity, 
a mediation, will be done with the attendees to 
facilitate first-hand experience and exploration 
with the material. 
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Contemporary and Interactive 
Digital Materials by Oxford 
University Press

Before joining OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 
Joe Leon was a teacher of English as a Foreign 
Language for over 13 years at prestigious private 
s in PERU. He graduated in Education from 
“Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos 
(PERU)”; and took courses of linguistics of 
the English language as well. As an ONLINE 
PLATFORMS SPECIALST, his initial role at Oxford 
University Press, Joe offered training sessions 
for teachers across Latin America in the use of 
the technology components offered by OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS as part of their publications. 
As a CUSTOMER SUCCESS CONSULTANT, his 
current role, Joe’s main duty has to do with 
managing strategic digital solutions for OUP’s 
customers in Latin America.

We are all taking part of big changes 
and challenges in the teaching field, 
and it is not a secret that technology 

has become more important than ever before.

In this presentation we will explore some of the 
digital components and tools which are part of 
our publications and we will have the chance 
to see not only the variety of features we offer, 
but also how flexible, useful and beneficial they 
are for Teachers and Students in the teaching-
learning process everyday.

You do not need to be an expert in order to start 
using our technology right away. Join us in this 
presentation and let’s explore together the best 
of our digital components.

Joe
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10 different Ways to Develop 
Emotional Agility in the ELT 
Classroom

Sofía Gómez is the current Academic Services 
Coordinator for Macmillan Education Colombia 
and Central America. With more than 15 years 
of experience in the ELT and ICT field, Sofía 
holds a bachelor’s degree in English Language 
Teaching from Universidad Industrial de 
Santander, and a master’s degree in Education 
and ICT from Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
with major in E-learning Management. She also 
holds multiple international certifications such 
as TEFL/TESOL Teaching by Global Language 
Training in London, and ICT Competences by 
CUN and COLNODO. Since the pandemic started, 
she has been practicing mindfulness and Social 
and Emotional Learning in order to have a better 
understanding of human emotions and their 
regulation. She has led live sessions on this topic 
with Colombian and Peruvian teachers, and 
coworkers in Colombia and Central America.

Teachers and students can take advantage 
of different emotional agility techniques in 
order to cope with unpleasant situations. In 

this session, we will learn to identify and understand 
emotions, stress, and negative thoughts. We will 
also do some practical activities to refocus the mind 
away from unhelpful emotions in and beyond the 
classroom. In terms of emotions, we will examine 
their purpose so we can start the process of asking 
about their function. Then, we will expand our 
vocabulary about emotions; we will be able to rate 
them; and write about them. The second part of the 
presentation will focus on negative thoughts. We will 
first understand the neurological reasons behind 
them and will get familiar with some techniques to 
deal with negative thoughts of teachers and students. 
Among the different tips and techniques, we will 
study how to practice detachment mindfulness. At 
last, we will acknowledge stress, its consequences 
and how to deal with it with practical activities such 
as “5, 4, 3, 2, 1 technique” and self-compassion. 
All these tips, techniques and tools will be really 
helpful for teachers and students not only inside the 
classroom but also outside: with our friends, families 

and even common situations we face in life.
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Creating Escape Rooms as 
an Alternative to Regular 
Scavengers’ Hunt

John Howard Galindo is a TEFL certified teacher 
with over 20 years of experience working in ELT 
as a coordinator, teacher, and teacher trainer. 
He holds a master’s degree in Digital Marketing 
and a B.A. in Business that has allowed him to 
understand education as a learning experience 
that needs to be approached differently. During 
his professional life, he has been loyal to the 
promise of sharing knowledge to help others 
achieve better opportunities by using English 
as a means to do so. He has been teaching at all 
levels of both formal and non-formal s, having 
worked with students and teachers from different 
countries in Latin America, sharing insights to 
motivate people to change the world one step 
at a time. John has combined his expertise in 
marketing and business to make meaningful 
lessons that motivate learners to reach their full 
potential.

Online activities are here to stay, and 
teachers need to find alternative ways to 
catch students’ attention, create more 

meaningful experiences, and challenge learners’ 
minds. Escape rooms are an easy way to co-build 
activities and practice most skills… (and a great 
way to check comprehension too!!!)
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The World of Cambridge Online: 
Cambridge free online tools

 You will meet the Cambridge Colombia Academic 
Team. A group of passionate teacher trainers 
who have had experience in the classroom, and 
support institutions on a daily basis. They are 
thrilled to share ideas on how to maximize the 
potential of several Cambridge Online Tools in 
your classroom.

Cambridge University Press and Assessment 
holds as its mission to help millions of 
people worldwide unlock their potential. 

Along with our qualifications and academic 
publications, we offer a repertoire of great free 
online tools, apps and websites designed by 
Cambridge experts and our unique Language 
Research Department that are visited by millions 
of English teachers and learners around the 
world. In the session, we will share valuable tips 
and ideas with all attendees to the 2022 ELT 
conference. You will also have the chance to win 
one of the certified online courses we will give 
away.

Academic
TEAM

Cambridge University 
Press and Assessment
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6 Key Skills for Employability 

Angélica Niño Salazar is a Sales Academic 
Consultant for Pearson Colombia. Angélica 
has more than 10 years of experience in 
the educational and ELT fields and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Philology and Languages: 
English from Universidad Nacional de Colombia. 
Angélica has also studied a specialization degree 
in Educational Management from Universidad 
Pedagógica y Tecnológica de Colombia and is 
currently a candidate to obtain her diploma 
in the Master of Educational Technology and 
Digital Competencies from UNIR (Universidad 
Internacional de la Rioja). She has experience as 
an academic consultant for ELT publishers and 
as an English Language Teacher for prestigious 
private and public schools in Colombia. Her areas 
of interest are technology for academic purposes, 
active teaching and learning methodologies in 
education, and teacher training strategies.  

Employers, educators, and researchers 
agree that to be successful in the 
workplace, students need  skills  and 

competencies beyond technical or academic 
knowledge. Based on an extensive review of 
existing 21st century frameworks, academic 
research, and labor market trends, Pearson has 
identified six common skill sets that are crucial 
to employability: critical and creative thinking, 
communication, collaboration and teamwork, 
self-management, social responsibility, and 
leadership. (Pearson Global Employer Research, 
2019). In this webinar, we will discuss what 
these skills consist of and how we can measure, 
develop, and qualify them within our teams.
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Learning Landscapes - How To 
Design Them

Carlos Pulido is an English supervisor and 
teacher at Centro Colombo Americano for the 
adult and kids and teens programs. He received 
his master’s degree from La Rioja University 
in technology and digital competences. He 
has worked actively in the development of 
curricular content and programs renovation 
from the Centro Colombo Americano. He has 
also worked as a supervisor by coaching and 
helping fellow teachers develop their teaching 
skills and practices. His last research work 
aimed at designing and carrying out learning 
landscapes that facilitate autonomous learning 
and consolidation of topics in students from 
basic-level courses.

It has become pivotal to have a closer 
relationship with tech tools that help us 
potentialize our teaching practices; the closer 

we are to the implementation of these tools, the 
more connected we can be with our students. 
The development of learning landscapes can be 
a meaningful, top notch and innovative way to 
organize activities in which students practice and 
consolidate what they have learned in classes. 
Learning landscapes contextualize gamification 
components, narrative tools and a wide variety 
of activities students enjoy and as a way for them 
to develop autonomous learning.
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TESOL Methodology

Alexandra Niño is an English Language 
teacher. She graduated from the Universidad 
La Gran Colombia. She participated in the 
Summer Educational Exchange Program at 
the University of Dayton-Ohio U.S.A. in 2015. 
Throughout her 18-year experience, she has 
had the opportunity to teach from 7-year-
old kids to adults. She currently works for the 
Centro Colombo Americano of Bogotá in the 
Intensive Program. In January 2022, she got the 
opportunity to enroll in the Online Professional 
English Network (OPEN) and took the TESOL 
Methodology course delivered by the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County. Thanks to that, 
she was delegated as an OPEN High Performing 
Alumni (HPA) and now, she’s willing to enrich 
and cascade my new knowledge as a member of 
the OPEN Community of Practice.

This presentation will report highlights of 
the course delivered by the University of 
Maryland Baltimore County. This course 

provides current methodologies for teaching 
English learners (ELs) of different ages in many 
learning contexts.  A wide variety of strategies 
and techniques for teaching English to speakers 
of other languages (TESOL) will be described in 
the presentation. 

Other explorations such as best practices for 
teaching listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing, including grammar and vocabulary 
will be included and how they are pivotal to 
create an effective and communicative language 
classroom for all learners. 
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Curricular Adaptations for 
Effective English Learning 
in Afro and Indigenous 
Communities: Integrating 
Language and Culture

Laura Valbuena finished her bachelor’s in 
Language and Sociocultural studies at Los 
Andes University, she graduated with a minor 
in journalism. She is finishing her master’s 
degree in intercultural and inclusive education 
at La Rioja University. She is currently working 
as a teachers’ supervisor at Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá.

This presentation is a premilitary report 
of a master’s degree project. Its main 
objective is to propose changes in 

different areas to facilitate and promote English 
learning in the program College Horizons with an 
intercultural perspective. This program is part of 
a series of scholarships granted by the American 
embassy, these students are indigenous and afro. 
The curricular adaptations are suggested from a 
decolonial perspective that will allow students 
to explore their identities while learning English 
as a second language and in some cases as a third 
language.  
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Encouraging Autonomous 
Learning Through Assessment 
for Learning Practices

David Arango has a Bachelor in Humanities 
with an emphasis on Spanish and English 
from Universidad Pedagógica Nacional. He has 
been working for more than 11 years teaching 
English as a foreign and second language. Over 
these years, he has been able to work for many 
language institutions as a teacher and academic 
coordinator.

Through this presentation, I will share 
some of the most salient benefits in terms 
of autonomous learning derived from the 

implementation of the ongoing “assessment for 
learning” course offered by Oxford Teacher’s 
Academy. The information will be presented in 
three different stages:  

1. Diagnostics 

2. Effective feedback. 

3. Autonomous work and having a growth 
mindset.

 Attendees will also discuss how assessment for 
learning practices can help students be more 
autonomous and develop a growth mindset that 
can directly impact their performance and goal 
achievement.  
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A Journey Throughout Co-
Teaching in Colombia 

Co-teaching is defined as a collaborative 
method of instruction (Murawski & 
Hughes, 2009), which implies co-teaching 

partnerships where educators make and effort 
in terms of joint instructional decisions and 
shared responsibility as well as accountability 
for student learning (Shumway et all., 2011). This 
working paper is intended to illustrate the state-
of-the-art concerning the implementation of 
co-teaching in EFL settings in Colombia over 
the last two decades. This manuscript is based 
on documentary research, in which primary 
source data were collected from databases, 
university repositories, journals, and official 
reports. As an outcome, we expect to unveil 
co-teaching strategies, co-teachers’ roles as 
well as collaborative teaching benefits in EFL in 
general, and foreign language student-teachers’ 
education.  

Alejandro Pérez took his undergraduate studies 
in Philology and Languages at Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia. Then he undertook an 
MBA in Creative writing at the same university. 
His interests are writing skills development 
through creative writing, collaborative teaching 
and education mediated by technology.  He 
has been an ELT teacher, teacher trainer and 
teacher’s educator in Cento Colombo Americano, 
Bogotá, and Institución Universitaria Colombo 
Americana (ÚNICA). He is currently coordinating 
tutoring services for the latter university. 
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Impacto en la Creación de 
Capital Intelectual, a Partir de la 
Implementación del Proceso de Educación 
Inclusiva y Abordaje a la Diversidad en una 
Institución Pública en  la Ciudad de Montería

Melisa Andrea Trujillo has been teaching 
English since 2013 at all levels.  She holds an 
undergraduate degree in ELT from Universidad 
De Cordoba, an advanced degree in ELT from 
UPB and studies in educational management 
knowledge at universidad católica de Manizales.  
Research field: educational inclusion.

Janeth Gomez de Castro has been teaching 
English since 2011 at all levels. She has an 
undergraduate  degree in ELT from Universidad 
De Cordoba, an advanced degree in ELT from 
Universidad Pontificia Bolivarian and another 
advanced degree in educational management 
from Universidad Catolica de Manizales. She also 
has a master’s degree in educational knowledge 
management from Universidad Catolica de 
Manizales. Her strongest research field is the 
educational inclusion process.

“If we teach children to accept diversity as 
something normal, it will not be necessary 
to talk about inclusion, but of coexistence.” 

(Comín, 2014)  
Knowledge management has its beginnings in large 
companies, which have discovered over the years 
that, if companies or organizations strengthened 
their intellectual capital and added value to the 
knowledge and experiences of their employees, 
they would find harmony in an organization that 
learns and produces knowledge for the growth of 
this. 
The  chosen for this case study has excelled in 
Monteria as a public  committed to the Cordoba 
region, providing educational spaces seeking 
continuous improvement on its inclusive education 
and diversity processes. In this sense, this research 
aimed to analyze how the intellectual capital in 
this  could be encouraged to promote the use of 
an educational knowledge management system 
to lead innovation around inclusive education and 
diversity processes, based on the knowledge and 
experiences that emerge from the pedagogical 
practices of teachers at this school.  
This research places special emphasis on three 
main concepts, which rotate the purpose of this 
case study, these concepts are Inclusive education, 
diversity, and knowledge management (around 
intellectual capital).  
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Integrating Global Skills into 
the ELT Language Classroom

Daniel Badel has been an English teacher at the 
Centro Colombo Americano in Bogota for six 
years. He completed his studies at the National 
University of Colombia, where he graduated with 
honors. Last year, he participated in the National 
ELT conference, where he explored different 
ways to develop students’ Writing Skills. This 
year, he intends to share some of the knowledge 
he has gained on Teaching Global Skills in the 
ELT classroom, which are critical for students’ 
lifelong learning and success.

Do you feel you need extra lessons to teach 
Global Skills? Are you worried that you 
won’t have enough time to do so? In this 

presentation, I intend to look into some practical 
ways we can combine language and global skills 
learning goals so that both are taught effectively 
and efficiently without sacrificing quality in 
either.  
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The Importance of Sharing 
Learning Intentions in Class

Jenny Zamora is an English teacher at Centro 
Colombo Americano for the kids and teens 
program.  She has worked in this program 
for 7 years. She graduated from Institución 
Universitaria Colombo Americana Bogota.  She 
has taught English in some companies to help 
employees grow professionally. Also, she worked 
with her teachers at University illustrating a 
book called Ethics matters.

Teachers usually focus on learning 
objectives but do we know how clear they 
are for ourselves and our students? We are 

used to writing objectives on the board but does 
it guarantee that students understand, engage 
or know exactly what we expect from them. Are 
we planning our classes aiming at the value or 
just curriculum?. These are some of the aspects 
we should ponder when planning our classes. 
Research has shown that students think more 
deeply about learning intentions rather than 
learning objectives. Learning intentions invite 
students to answer the following questions, what 
are they learning? and why are they learning 
it? how will they be achieved? We sometimes 
get students to infer the learning or the goal of 
activities but it just leads to confusion. To avoid 
all these misunderstandings and pitfalls, we will 
analyze how applying learning intentions can 
make our classes more effective because students 
know what successful language looks like. 
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Conflicting Views of Formative 
Assessment Practices in the EFL 
Classroom 

Juan Camilo Herrera Gómez is an English 
teacher and an Academic Supervisor at Centro 
Colombo Americano, Bogotá. He holds a 
BA in Bilingual Education from Institución 
Universitaria Colombo Americana ÚNICA, a MA 
in Education with emphasis in English Didactics 
from Universidad Externado de Colombia, and 
a Diploma in Pedagogical Competences Finland 
- Colombia from Oulu University of Applied 
Sciences. 

This study aimed to analyze what teachers’ 
formative assessment practices in a 
private EFL institute revealed about 

English learning outcomes. The study was carried 
out with a group of senior English teachers at a 
language school. Findings revealed that lack of 
proper orientation hinders the implementation 
process of formative assessment. Additionally, 
it was noticed that the use of rubrics, if properly 
applied, supports formative assessment 
practices. These two findings connect to the 
mechanical approach and conflicting views of 
teachers’ formative assessment practices. The 
last finding connects to unreliable students’ 
learning outcomes because, as asserted by the 
participants, formative assessment does not 
reveal students’ real learning achievements, 
meaning students go from course to course 
without reaching the expected level of proficiency; 
consequently, a combination of formative 
assessment and summative assessment is 
needed in the EFL classroom.          
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How Burned out are you? – 
understanding the burnout 
process and sharing some self-
care strategies to work on our 
well being

Erika is a student of the Master in Applied 
Linguistics Teaching Spanish to Speakers of 
Other Languages at The European University 
of the Atlantic (UNEATLANTICO) and she has 
a bachelor in TEFL from The Francisco José de 
Caldas District University in Bogota – Colombia.  

She has worked as teacher for 15 years, 9 years 
for Centro Colombo Americano where she has 
worked as a teacher for kids, teens and adults and 
has complied with special duties as a permanent 
substitute and teacher trainer.     

All the social changes of the last years have 
made that we, teachers, realize that apart 
from lesson planning and improving our 

academic background, we must take a look at 
our personal balance and well-being. Therefore, 
this presentation has the aim of sharing some 
strategies that could be useful to overcome some 
levels of stress and sense of burden.
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In-class flip: A student-centered 
approach to differentiated 
learning 

Carolina R. Buitrago is a teacher trainer, teacher 
educator, and researcher in the fields of flipped 
learning, educational technology, and positive 
education. She has worked in the field of ELT for 
more than 20 years. She is currently a member of the 
board of the Flipped Learning Network since 2021.

Martha Ramirez (@martharamirezco) is an English 
instructor in the Department of Languages and 
Culture at Universidad de Los Andes. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in foreign languages from the 
National Pedagogical University and a master’s 
degree in education from the University of Los 
Andes. She is a master teacher of Flipped Learning 
Global Initiative (FLGI), one of the experts in both 
the Flipped Learning Level II course and the FLGI 
differentiation certification course. She served as a 
volunteer coordinator of Electronic Village Online 
(EVO; TESOL initiative) for four years and has been 
a virtual moderator of the Flipped Learning EVO 
session since 2016. Martha has participated in several 
flipped learning national and international projects 
including La Universidad de Los Andes, Universidad 
Externado, Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Ecuador and University of Oregon. Currently, 
Martha is part of the research group of Bilingualism 
and Multilingualism of the Andes doing research in 
Growth Mentality where she applies flipped learning 
as part of her research projects.

We have learned that students ought 
to be at the center of the language 
learning process (and every learning 

process, for that matter), and during 2020 and 
2021 we had the chance to experience one of 
the biggest educational challenges. Student-
centeredness stopped being a buzzword and had 
to become our everyday practice if we wanted to 
keep our students engaged and with us. During 
this workshop, the two speakers will share 
their views on how to achieve true student-
centeredness through in-class flip by immersing 
participants in an experiential learning scenario.
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Emotional Self-regulation and 
Well-being in EFL classrooms

Andres González has a Master’s in Applied 
Linguistics of Spanish as a Foreign Language from 
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana and a Bachelor 
in Humanities with an emphasis on Spanish from 
Universidad Pedagógica Nacional. He has more 
than eleven years of experience in EFL and one 
year in SFL. He is widely familiar and experienced 
in the fields of Applied Linguistics, didactics of 
Foreign Languages, and use of the ICTs.

Iván Salamanca is a professional English Teacher 
with over ten years’ experience teaching English to 
students of different ages and profiles. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in Philology and Languages 
from the National University of Colombia. Most 
of his work has been with adults working as an 
ESL instructor for employees and executives in a 
company in the coffee sector in Colombia. He has 
had some experience working at a small university, 
at a Pruebas aber institute, and at Benilde St. 
Margarest Precollege in Minnesota USA. He is 
interested in new skills to help students to be more 
proficient with the English Language.

Learning a language was considered to be an 
exclusively cognitive process and for that 
reason, the role of the teacher was to find 

a way to activate that process. However, the field 
of learning a language has come to recognize the 
importance of other aspects such as the need 
for emotional self-regulation and wellbeing. 
Therefore, the idea of this presentation is to 
approach and present tips and strategies to 
develop Socio Emotional Self-regulation and 
Well-being in EFL classrooms.
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Introduction to Assessment for 
Learning

Johanna Chapellez is an English teacher at 
Centro Colombo Americano in Bogotá. She is a BA 
in Bilingual Education with emphasis on English 
Teaching from El Bosque University. She received 
an honorable mention for her final collaborative 
research project on English Teaching-Learning 
as a Social-Cultural Practice” and now she is 
about to complete the course on Assessment for 
Learning to get a certificate awarded by Oxford 
University Press (OUP) in collaboration with 
Oxford University Department of Continuing 
Education (OUDCE), willing to research deeply 
on how to integrate Conceptual Pedagogy to 
the English Teaching and Learning practices, 
involving learners developing not only academic 
but emotional intelligence.

The approach of Assessment for Learning 
has shown to have a remarkable and 
positive impact on the learning processes 

and teaching practices in the educational field 
as it aims at encouraging learners to take a more 
active role in their own progress by becoming 
more autonomous, reflective and self-regulated 
regarding the learning objectives as well as the 
learning intentions, which are two different 
concepts. This has also provided valuable 
insights on how possible it is to strengthen the 
connection among effective feedback, self and 
peer-assessment to meet the success criteria, 
which is proposed to be set and agreed on along 
with the students. 
According to recent studies, promoting training 
on this approach will take learners to develop 
the 21st century skills involving critical thinking, 
imagination, problem solving, communication 
and decision making while both teachers and 
students will become aware of their roles more 
clearly. Additionally, teachers will go beyond 
identifying needs and intererest from their 
learners during the diasnostics step to help them 
design the best strategies to improve and perform 
effectively inside and outside the classroom with 
a higher level of motivation and engagement.  
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A Specification-driven Approach 
to the Design of Mixed-tense 
Tasks/tests at the Peer Tutoring 
Group Language Coeur 

David Esteban Buriticá-Castillo is a 22-year-
old graduate of the Bachelor’s Degree in the 
Teaching of Modern Languages (English and 
French) at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, in 
Bogotá, Colombia. Upon the completion of his 
undergraduate studies, he received the ‘Orden 
al Mérito Académico Javeriano’ award (a GPA 
award.) His undergraduate research project was 
also awarded with honors for contributing to the 
professional development processes of future 
Colombian teachers of English. He is currently 
teaching EFL to young adults at Centro Colombo 
Americano Bogotá.

This presentation explains in depth a case 
study that addresses the development of 
Language Assessment Literacy of the peer 

tutors at the student group Language Coeur and 
arises from the need of improving their evaluative 
practices related to criterion-referenced tests. 
The general objective of this investigation was 
to determine how the  specification-driven 
approach to test construction contributed to the 
development of the technical skills of the tutors 
in the design of grammar criterion-referenced 
tests (Mixed-tense tests – MTTs.)
This research contributes to the studies in 
Language Testing and Assessment because it 
establishes a precedent in the use of specifications 
for criterion-referenced test construction, as 
well as the application of the parallel reverse 
engineering procedure for specification writing.
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The Challenges of Consolidating 
Memory in the Classroom. Let’s 
sleep on it!

My name is Jessica Bohorquez, I have been a 
language teacher for about 10 years. It seems 
like it was yesterday when I taught that first 
lesson and I keep facing new challenges every 
time I walk into a classroom. I am currently 
working as an English teacher at Centro Colombo 
Americano and as a pedagogical mentor for the 
public schools in Bogota implementing bilingual 
educational models. I hold a Modern Languages 
BA from La Salle University and a master’s degree 
in Educational Neuroscience from the University 
of London. My academic interests are focused 
on the literacy acquisition processes in bilingual 
children and the logical basis of learning and 
their implications in the classroom.

Picture the following situation, you have 
just finished teaching what you feel 
was a successful lesson. You explained 

challenging content, you checked for 
understanding and you got some good responses 
to consolidation activities, your students walked 
out of class feeling happy and with a great 
sense of achievement. The following class you 
get ready to review the topic and your students 
seem to have forgotten it all. Does this sound 
familiar? Whether we like it or not, memory 
is a fundamental part of learning a second 
language, the only way we know if students have 
learned vocabulary, or the correct structure of a 
grammar topic is when they demonstrate recall 
of it. This presentation will walk you through the 
latest discoveries about the brain could provide 
a strong framework to understand and boost 
memory recall. 

This presentation aims at explaining the neural 
basis of memory, demonstrating how the 
malleable nature of it gives us opportunities to 
incorporate some research-based mechanisms 
to make the learning moments more memorable 
and our recalling practices more efficient.
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Tools to Enhance Online Class 
Interaction 

Students need to stay motivated so that 
learning is enhanced in and out of class, 
and sometimes we can help them stay 

motivated with simple activities in form of 
competition that will boost their energy, help 
them practice, or just motivate them a bit more. 

Fernando Cano is an English teacher who loves 
his profession and tries to interact as much as 
possible with students, this is a presentation 
of some activities that are simple yet effective 
that can make students more participative 
and become a good asset for them to assess 
themselves if done at the beginning and then 
later on during the course. 
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The Use of a Rubric as a Self-
Assessment Tool  to Improve 
English Writing Proficiency

Andrea Baquero Lesmes  has a Bachelor in 
Education with Emphasis in Humanities and 
Languages, Master in English Teaching for Self-
directed Learning and Professional on TESOL. I 
have been an English Teacher for 13 years now. I 
have been able to work with all ages and levels of 
education, from kids to adults in different kinds 
of s and universities. However, this research was 
designed to be implemented in my primary job 
setting which is a public school in Bogota.

This action research project aims to describe 
the effects of implementing a rubric as a 
self-assessment tool for error Analysis 

on EFL A1-A2 Students’ Written Compositions. 
Likewise, it tells what the most common errors 
in students’ written compositions are; and the 
impact of a tool to enhance self-efficacy at the 
moment of self-assessing written compositions.  
The population was 90 tenth-graders from three 
public schools in Bogota.
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Cooperative Learning to Reduce 
Bullying: A study with 5th 
graders 

Laura and Shara are university students from 
last semester at Universidad Distrital Francisco 
José de Caldas. Laura grew up in Bogotá, and 
Shara, in Sogamoso, Boyacá. They are interested 
in education and language from an early age. 
Our experiences in schools and in the practicum 
made us want to inquire about how bullying 
affects students. We intend to contribute to this 
important issue that we see in everyday classes. 

This paper deals with a study on 
Cooperative Learning to reduce bullying 
at a school in Bogotá. Aggression affected 

pupils’ well-being and were detrimental to 
their educational process. This research study 
analyzed how Cooperative Learning, an approach 
that promotes teamwork and social skills, may 
contribute to building positive peer relationships 
while engaged in learning English together 
and alone. The study used Collaborative Action 
Research; the student-teacher researchers and 
the head teacher planned classes, and collected 
and analyzed the data through interviews, 
journals, and a sociogram (a social diagram 
of the class). The presentation will share the 
most salient findings and implications. Useful 
classroom practices will also be shared.  
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Materials Design in the English 
Language to Children with 
Autism: Adaptation from the 
multiple intelligence perspective 

Laura Galvis and Laura Rojas are two Colombian 
students from the Universidad Distrital Francisco 
José de Caldas. They are in the last semester. 
We are students with ease and willingness 
to learn and teach through the innovation of 
playful processes in the classroom. Responsible, 
creative, and organized. 

Colombia is a country with some policies 
in terms of inclusive education. However, 
despite the efforts to include all children in 

the classroom, there is still lack of trained teachers, 
school staff, and adapted materials to attend to 
the particularities of each child. Additionally, few 
official institutions in our country support children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This situation 
reveals a panorama that suggests that children with 
autism are a relegated sector in Colombian society. 
Their demands are often forgotten in the teaching-
learning process. Hence, these processes are not 
entirely successful.  
The project aims to offer alternatives to promote the 
acquisition of English for four children in second 
and fourth elementary grades who are officially 
diagnosed with ASD. It with creating an innovative 
didactic unit based on materials and activities 
adapted considering the Multiple Intelligences (MI) 
theory and following the steps of the Individual 
Reasonable Accommodation Plan PIAR (by its 
acronym in Spanish). We developed this research 
under the descriptive cross-sectional study with 
mixed-method analysis.  
During the presentation we will also share some
of the findings and implications resulting from the
study. 
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Beyond Standardized English: 
Review of Englishes from 20th 
Century Independent Countries  

a historical approach, and making its development 
and influence visible from a decolonial perspective, 
this project of creation and interpretation under 
the line of research: Representative and imaginary 
discourses in social educational action; through 
a historical investigation of twentieth century 
independent countries which commonality is the 
appropriation of English in their cultural practices; 
and artistic expression (artistic makeup), aims to 
create an audiobook that allows viewing other faces 
beyond the standardized English. Thus, Englishes 
are needed for a broader view in ELT as well as to 
enrich the cultural perception in the language. 

Valentina Cruz Cuervo, Wilson Tapias and 
Diego Rivera, are the authors of this paper. They 
are students from Universidad Distrital. They are 
also teachers of English, German and French and 
members of Semillero: Enseñanza y aprendizaje
de lenguas extranjeras , cultura y justicia social -
Universidad Distrital.

The presented proposal handles the post-
colonial process of the adoption of English 
as the official national language and its 

cultural practices contrasted with standardized 
English. With this intention, a filter was applied to 
find 10 countries that were British empire colonies 
and get their independence in the twentieth century 
(Being the exception of San Andres & providence 
islands as a national reference of multicultural and 
language diversity). The above aims to analyze the 
reasons unfolded the standardization of English, 
whereas there is a broad variety of Englishes that 
has developed their own cultural practices. This 
phenomenon is acquainted with the definition 
of Linguistic Imperialism by Robert Phillipson. 
(Philipson, 1992 as cited in Barrantes, 2017). Due 
to this, English teaching has been characterized by 
being standardized from a dominant base; a mostly 
linguistic approach, and a stereotypical image of what 
the correct use of the language is, and the forms in 
which it should be taught. Furthermore, since colonial 
times, English has been positioned as the dominant 
language, and thanks to the underlying processes 
of globalization, it has achieved status as a lingua 
franca. With the purpose of teaching English from 
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